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    President Obama moved America FORWARD; hence, the conventional title foreword has been 

replaced. Now, onward. 

 

    I write this introduction with a troubled heart. Our current president – a corrupt egomaniac named 

Donald Trump – wants to erase the magnificent legacy of America‘s first African-American president, 

Barack Obama. With the full confidence of his bigoted supporters, Trump is trying to repeal landmark 

Obama legislation, including Obamacare, countless consumer protection policies, climate change 

agreements, foreign peace treaties, and much more. Not only do these repeals illustrate Trump‘s 

contempt for Obama, they show a callous disregard for the health and well-being of Trump’s own 

constituents. The American political pendulum has swung from the compassion, hope and change of 

Barack Obama to the destructive ―casual cruelty‖ of Donald J. Trump.  

 

    The book you‘re holding represents my effort to honor Obama‘s legacy; to make sure that his 

accomplishments are forever remembered. My biggest hope is that readers will learn about Obama‘s 

many trials, tribulations and accomplishments and be inspired to lead the sort moral, politically-

active life Obama himself has led. Maybe a mother will read this book and prime her sons and/or 

daughters to run for office. I may not be able to spare Obama‘s legislation and policies from Donald 

Trump‘s wrecking ball, but at least I‘ll know I did something to support America‘s first Black 

president. 

 

    Obama‘s presidency was not easy, as anyone who lived through it will tell you. In the immediate 

aftermath of his 2008 election, pundits speculated about a new ―post-racial‖ America where Whites 

finally accepted and embraced Blacks as equals. Just as Martin Luther King, Jr. imagined in his 

historic 1963 ―I Have A Dream‖ speech, Obama‘s ascension to the presidency made it appear as if the 

day had finally arrived where Blacks and other Americans of color were not ―judged by the color of 

their skin, but by the content of their character." Hallelujah! 

 

    Turns out it was all just wishful thinking. Immediately after his 2009 inauguration, Obama faced 

historic obstruction from a Republican opposition bent on destroying our new Black president. Some 

conservatives were so upset by the thought of a Black man sitting in the Oval Office that they 

organized a political lynch mob called the ―Tea Party‖ to stop him. For decades, Republicans had won 

elections by employing the ―Southern Strategy,‖ a campaign device in which GOP politicians appeal to 

the worst racial fears and biases of White voters. But as America became increasingly diverse, these 

racists went underground, concealing their bigotry. Obama‘s presidency brought the vermin out of the 

woodwork, proving that old-style, toxic racism was alive and well in the hearts of many Americans. 

 

    The rise of this retrograde intolerance hurt me to my soul. I couldn‘t help but think of my mother, 

the late Florence Audrey Fletcher. Born in 1929, my mom lived much of her life as a sharecropper in 

Jim Crow-era Maryland. I remember the horror I felt one hot summer day when she accidently 

impaled her hand while spearing bundles of tobacco. Sharecropping was exhausting, dangerous, even 

humiliating work. But for some Black Americans, it was the only ―gainful employment‖ to be found 



those days. With Obama‘s election, I finally felt that African Americans like myself could in earnest 

bid good riddance to our indentured past. I‘m so grateful that my mother lived long enough to see a 

Black man become President of the United States. Not just any Black man, but one as truly 

exceptional as America itself – Barack Hussein Obama. I‘m so glad she lived to see this nation begin 

to live up to its touted ideals of liberty, justice and equality for all. 

 

    To me, Obama is a Christ-like historical figure. That might sound like blasphemy to some, but that‘s 

just the way I see it. Like Jesus, Obama was willing to sacrifice his life for the betterment of the world 

(indeed, Obama risked assassination by mere virtue of daring to become the first Black president of a 

virulently racist nation). Just as the Bible documents how Christ healed the blind, deaf and mute, so 

did Obama provide healthcare for millions of uninsured Americans. Just as Jesus drove the money 

changers from the temple in Jerusalem, Obama did his best to constrain the banksters who had 

brought the world to the precipice of economic collapse. And, much like the man from Galilee, Obama 

was so virtuous and scandal-free that his Republican opponents couldn‘t pin anything on him. His 

stainlessness was a rebuke to every conservative raised on the stereotype of the lusty, greedy, morally 

bankrupt Black man.  

 

    In the process of restoring America, Obama gave me pride and renewed purpose. He made me want 

to be accountable, to prove myself. He inspired me the same way the old Baptist preachers did when I 

was growing up. How could I not document the accomplishments of this poised, principled Black 

American leader?  

 

   Hence this book. I hope ―President Barack Obama‘s Two Tremendous Terms‖ prompts every reader 

to stand up and be counted. The time has come for us to rebuff the divide-and-conquer politics of 

Donald Trump and the Republican Party. We need to return to the saner, kinder, more hopeful 

leadership symbolized by Barack Obama. Because even though he‘s no longer in office, the 44th 

President of the United States still represents the best in American executive leadership. And being 

the best is something we all should aspire to. 

 

    — Barry Fletcher 

     
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



WHAT A GLORIOUS TIME TO BE ALIVE! 
JANUARY 2009 

 
―America – where any boy can grow up to become president.‖ For years, the U.S. promoted that 

adage, but for Blacks and other oppressed minorities, that cherished old saying seemed like mockery. 

But with the triumphant election of Barack Obama on Nov. 4, 2008, the US finally makes good on its 

promises of equality for everyone. 

 
*** 

 
I've seen the revolution and it was televised 
And even more to my surprise 
A stream of water running from my eyes 
 
I'm not ashamed to tell this story 
'Cause right then I knew, they had seen the glory 

Cleansing my eyes, giving me clearer vision 
All the while wondering how America came to this decision 

Surely in the past it was a job for John Wayne 
Can he jump tall buildings? Is he a bird, or a plane? 

Never thought I'd live to see it, I'm happy to say‖ Yes I Can!‖ 
See an extraordinary resurrection of an ordinary man 
Better than walking on water, better than Count Basie's band 

The high from my father's dreams gave me the audacity of hope 
No more excuses, racism or abuses, polluting our body with dope 

Let's handle our business... children, Mr. & the Mrs. 
Live your best life, single, married, gay, husband or wife 

Now is the time we've been waiting for 
So don't act like you don't want it no more 

And for those of you who don't have a clue 
Wake up to the reality, the dream has come true! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



OBAMA’S SATISFACTION IS A CALL FOR ACTION 
November 2012 

 

He campaigned tirelessly, outlining a bold vision for America while deflecting countless racist jabs 

from Republican opponent, Mitt Romney. Now, an anxious President Obama waited to see if voters 

would grant him a second term. Perhaps more than any previous election year, 2012 compelled 

Americans to reflect on the U.S. history, how far we had come, and how far we could regress if 

Romney and the GOP reclaimed the White House.   

 

*** 

 

This country had embraced change since the Indians, who welcomed the Pilgrims 

To the buffalo that once ruled the plains 

They feared the vultures circling beneath dark clouds looking for rain 

Now the eagles are our symbol, the lion is king, and buffalo have no place to go 

Like the peace sign buried within our dreams, never had a chance to grow 

 

It was time to pick a leader, move this country forward, nostalgists wanted to turn us back 

They‘ weren‘t voting for Mitt, they were voting against the candidate who‘s Black 

From females who couldn‘t vote until 1920, and Blacks who got their rights in 1965 

We had to get more involved in the political system just to keep hope alive 

 

From 250 years of slavery, to 100 years of Jim Crow, to 50 years of ―can we just get along?‖ 

Mitt was dividing this country making this election about race, which was wrong 

From George Washington to Lincoln, to Obama to Hillary Clinton in 2016 

To the Black family, it was about the possibilities to live the American dream 

 

White support was eroding… our President was struggling to win a second term 

Obama‘s fellow Democrats struggled to keep the Senate confirmed 

A message to the Deltas, AKAs, Zetas, NOBEL & National Council of Negro Women‘s ears 

Tea Party, the least informed voters in politics, took over Congress in two years 

 

Black folks had to get more involved with the political process 

We needed more women of color to join Congress 

Our women are the most intelligent, organized sector in the community 

They need to control our destinies, direct the laws and show more political unity 

 

We‘re a country staggered beneath the coastlines with a president who needed four more 

Mitt threatened Roe-v-Wade and women‘s rights; he would take us back to life before 

From overcoming slavery, to democracy, to fighting for rights like in some civil war 

We fought to extend our freedom, by voting for equality, change, hope and so much more   

And Obama supporters who shared my beliefs 

Joined me in a salute… ‖Long live the Commander in Chief!‖ 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Where We’re Going as a Country 
July 2013 
 
Every study and statistic revealed that America is becoming more ethnically diverse, provoking fears 
among some Whites that the U.S. was being destroyed from within.  
 

*** 
 
Why were Republicans so mean? Why so angry with President Obama? 
Why the fixation on controlling women's rights with anti-abortion drama? 
 
Why was the GOP suppressing votes, promoting austerity and taking from the poor? 
And what did they need all those guns for? 
 
I think they were afraid they were not going to be in charge anymore  
After all, rich White folks never had a Black boss before 
 
More White people died in the U.S. in 2012 than White babies were born 
Census Bureau said the ranks of White Americans would likely drop every year as a norm 
They wanted to go back to the good old days of poverty and oppression from now on 
 
 
The Supreme Court and the Tea Party were trying everything to get their country back 
Shot down voter rights for Blacks, but gave up their fight against same-sex marriage act 
They had gays in their family, but they didn't have Blacks 
 
As a group, non-Hispanic Whites were older than everyone with a median age of 42 
The median age for Hispanics is under 28, Blacks 32, Asians 34... who knew? 
 
 
U.S. natural population changed calculated by birth minus deaths, rights and lefts 
Hispanics had 872,840 more births, Blacks 312,926; Asians 132,963 Whites had 12,419 more deaths 
 
GOP closed abortion clinics, erected a 700-mile border fence and running 
They were anti-government, anti-climate change and Voting Rights Act killers... stunning 
Circle the wagons! Bring out the guns! As Paul Revere makes his midnight run "the minorities are 
coming!"... 
 
Never in U.S. history had there been such shrinkage among the dominant racial group 
The largest White group maintained its 63% majority by letting other Whites through the loop 
The decrease was offset by 188,000 White immigrants from Canada, Germany and Russian troops 
GOP wouldn't sign an immigration bill for Hispanics, but sponsored terrorist Boston bombers ... 
oops! 
 
Obama went to Africa, invoked Mandela's legacy, ―one man's spirit doesn't die because of 
imprisonment!‖ 
One man's courage can change the world, a prisoner can become president! 
 
We sent up prayers for Justice for Trayvon― – creepy-ass cracker" could escape justice and get away 
We prayed for Obama, champion of all peoples, GOP wanted us to regress before Independence Day. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Obama’s Legacy 
December 2016 

 

The shadow of incoming president Donald Trump cloaks Washington, D.C. like an ominous fog. As 

Americans brace for the instability of a Trump presidency, many realize too late that they took 

Obama‘s compassion, style and political savvy for granted. With his presidency now fodder for 

historians, the nation could only look back with astounded wonder at the first Black president and his 

Two Tremendous Terms.  

 

*** 

 

Under Obama‘s leadership we experienced tremendous progress in this exceptional nation 

Starting with two million Americans gathered in the freezing cold for his first inauguration 

We listened to Aretha Franklin sing ―My Country ‗Tis of Thee‖ 

Michelle held Lincoln‘s Bible as Barack took the oath of office for the first time in DC 

Obama‘s mantra, ―dream of the world as you wish it to be; but deal with the world as it is‖ 

The prospect of an Obama presidency was beyond our imagination, but not beyond his 

 

Around noon Jan 20th 2017 his presidency slipped from headlines to history books 

The 44th President had changed the USA, but the struggle was apparent in his looks 

The country had gone from 9-11 to the brink of another Great Depression 

Obama provided 14 million private sector jobs to help eliminate the recession 

Thanks to him, over 20 million more Americans now had health insurance 

Obama had accomplished his mission to be a leader of historic consequence 

The President created a stimulus package that turned the nation around 

Bailed out the Detroit auto industry who paid the government back and now were safe and sound 

 

Republicans blocked the president on gun control and immigration without a plan 

But they couldn‘t stop the Affordable Care Act, same-sex marriage, or the nuclear deal with Iran 

America‘s gays were finally free to marry the person who they love 

On the global stage, most of our troops were home; after Bush‘s push came to a shove 

The U.S. was leading the way on climate change; The Pres vetoed the GOP‘s Keystone pipeline 

My favorite Obama line, ―we killed Osama bin Laden,‖ an enemy his predecessor couldn‘t find 

Obama withdrew troops from Iraq and Afghanistan, reopened relations with Cubans 

He wanted our nation to deliver on the promise of equality and justice for all humans 

 

While Republicans focused on making Obama a one-term president 

U.S. deficits were down by two-thirds and the country had a 50% cut in unemployment 

Obama became the target of bogus birtherism propagated by GOP lies 

It was a bigotry-shattering event when Obama was elected, that can‘t be stigmatized 

Obama was like a shot in the head to White supremacist preeminence 

He‘s a presidential pioneer who broke centuries-old White male dominance 

Obama tried to pass the torch to Hillary Clinton to continue America‘s progress 

But it was intercepted by Donald Trump, and now America stared into the abyss 
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